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Gilbert Elliot with, accusations of a very serious nature against me. The Duke had given H.RH. the despatches, which H.R.H. told Brownrigg he had not read, but to which he was determined to give a very impartial perusal, and he hoped to find nothing in them sufficiently against me to prevent me from continuing in my command. The next day the Duke of York came to Brownrigg's office and read the despatches, and handed each sheet to Brownrigg as he read it. When he had finished them he said he saw nothing that could affect my character in any respect; that they displayed much malice upon the part of Sir Gilbert. The papers, independent of an elaborate explanation from Sir Gilbert, contained affidavits signed by different Corsicans of conversations I had carried on and expressions I had used, tending to prove that I had attempted to make a party in the country against Sir Gilbert in the hopes of getting him removed and General Stuart appointed in his place.
It is curious that no suggestion of this amazing charge appears in Sir Gilbert's biography other than the significant expression "Frondeur." I can only treat it, for the reasons already given, as an illustration of the kind of madness of which some Corsicans were capable and as showing Sir Gilbert's readiness to believe what he wished to believe.
Sir Gilbert, after bringing forward and urging everything that could tend to ruin me in the opinion of those who were to see his despatches, took pains to state that his information was of so confidential a nature, and obtained under such promises of secrecy, that it would be impossible to bring it forward in a public trial. Brownrigg told me that the Duke of York was shocked at Sir Gilbert's ransacking for and bribing people to discover the private conversation of an officer. Brownrigg himself said the whole despatch displayed ingenuity and art, but much meanness and bad judgment. Sir Gilbert had no doubt